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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 13  

By  Watson 

 

A RESOLUTION to honor the memory of Dr. Ralph Mohney, Sr., 
of Chattanooga. 

 WHEREAS, the members of this General Assembly were greatly saddened to learn of 

the passing of Dr. Ralph Mohney, Sr.; and 

 WHEREAS, Dr. Mohney, former President of Tennessee Wesleyan College, long time 

Senior Minister of First Centenary United Methodist Church, and Distinguished Evangelist in 

Residence with the United Methodist General Board of Discipleship, was a man of the greatest 

ability and integrity who worked assiduously to improve the quality of life for his fellow citizens in 

numerous capacities; and 

 WHEREAS, born on May 20, 1918, in Lexington, Kentucky, Ralph Mohney was one of 

four sons of Dr. and Mrs. Silas P. Mohney; and 

 WHEREAS, Dr. Mohney received a Bachelor of Arts degree from Transylvania College 

in Lexington, Kentucky, a Bachelor of Divinity degree from Vanderbilt University, a Master of 

Sacred Theology degree from Boston University, was a graduate student at Harvard University, 

and in 1959, was awarded a Doctor of Divinity degree from Emory and Henry College; and 

 WHEREAS, his pastoral ministry began in the Tennessee Conference while he was a 

student at Vanderbilt University, where he served the five churches of the Bethesda Circuit; at 

Boston University he was named Interim Pastor of the Winter Street Congregational Church in 

Bath, Maine; and 

 WHEREAS, in 1945 he came to Chattanooga as pastor of the Manker Memorial 

Methodist Church, and during his Chattanooga tenure he served as Chaplain of the 

Chattanooga Police Department, President of the Methodist Minister’s Association, President of 

the Chattanooga Pastor’s Association, and Chairman of the Citywide Evangelistic Crusade, with 

129 churches of all denominations participating; this Crusade provided the impetus for the Billy 

Graham Crusade which came two years later; and 
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 WHEREAS, Dr. Mohney met his beloved wife, the former Nell Webb, when they were 

both delegates at the World Conference of Christian Youth in Oslo, Norway, in 1947; they were 

married on December 31, 1948, and shared their remarkable “team ministry” together for sixty 

years; and 

 WHEREAS, named Senior Minister of the Washington Pike Church in Knoxville in 1950, 

Dr. Ralph Mohney, Sr., became Superintendent of the Kingsport District in 1956; in 1959, he 

was named 13th President of Tennessee Wesleyan College (TWC) in Athens, Tennessee, and 

during his tenure at TWC, the college reached its highest student enrollment, the Sherman Fine 

Arts and Student Center and the Lucy Hornsby Fowler Hall for Women were completed, and the 

Fisher Hall of Science was begun; and 

 WHEREAS, Dr. Mohney was named Senior Minister of Centenary Church in 

Chattanooga in 1965, and under his stalwart leadership a plan was developed to unite 

Centenary Church and The First Methodist Church, two downtown churches only one block 

apart, and to build a new facility for the combined congregations; Centenary Church, which was 

established in 1839, and First Church, established in 1865, held a Service of Unification in the 

Memorial Auditorium on January 8, 1967; and 

 WHEREAS, First Centenary’s building programs were completed in 1973 and in 1978; 

during Dr. Mohney’s tenure the church developed a Singles’ Ministry, a Television Ministry, an 

Inner City ministry, and a Pastoral Counseling Ministry; and 

 WHEREAS, his last appointment was the First Broad Street Church in Kingsport, from 

1981 to 1987; Dr. Mohney and his wife were then invited to serve the General Board of 

Discipleship in Nashville; and 

 WHEREAS, together they visited, interviewed, and told the stories of the five fastest 

growing churches of their denomination in their books, Parable Churches and Churches of 

Vision; and 

 WHEREAS, in 1990, Dr. Mohney was named Distinguished Evangelist in Residence 

with the General Board of Discipleship of the United Methodist Church, and with his colleague, 

Joe Harding, he developed Vision 2000: Preparing for Ministry in the Next Century, which was 

published in four languages; and 
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 WHEREAS, upon his retirement, Dr. Ralph Mohney, Sr., was named Pastor Emeritus of 

First Centenary Church; in addition, he received the Distinguished Service Award from the 

Downtown Kiwanis Club in 2008 and had been listed in Who's Who in America since 1962; and 

 WHEREAS, from his call to ministry while a junior in college and throughout his 67 years 

of service to the Kingdom of God, Dr. Mohney was as an active and devoted minister, serving 

the Holston Conference and the United Methodist Church in many positions of leadership, 

including Chairman of the World Peace Commission, Chairman of the Commission on Christian 

Higher Education, member of the General Board of Christian Social Concerns, President of the 

Holston Conference Council on Finance and Administration, member of the General Council on 

Finance and Administration Executive Committee, and Director of the Holston Conference 

Foundation, in addition to serving as a delegate to General Conferences, Jurisdictional 

Conferences, and the World Conference of the United Methodist Church; and 

 WHEREAS, his many accomplishments aside, Dr. Mohney enjoyed the loving 

companionship of his wife of sixty years, Nell Mohney, and he is also survived by a son and 

daughter-in-law, Ralph and Jackie Mahoney; and two grandchildren, Ellen Mohney Gray, who is 

married to Ryan Gray, and Wesley Mohney; and 

 WHEREAS, Dr. Ralph Mohney, Sr., was predeceased by his older son, Richard Bentley 

Mohney, who departed this earth in 1969; and 

 WHEREAS, this outstanding gentleman was wholly dedicated to his faith, his calling, 

and his community; deeply devoted to his family, he always endeavored to remain true to family 

values of the highest order; and 

 WHEREAS, Dr. Mohney leaves behind an indelible legacy of integrity and probity in 

public life, compassion and loyalty in private life, and diligence and dedication in all his chosen 

endeavors; and 

 WHEREAS, it is fitting that this General Assembly should pause to remember the 

bountiful life of this exceptional minister and human being; now, therefore, 

 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE ONE HUNDRED SIXTH GENERAL 

ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

CONCURRING, that we mourn the death of Dr. Ralph Mohney, Sr., celebrating his as a life 
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lived in service to God and his community and extending our deepest sympathies to his family 

and friends. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we express our sympathy and offer our condolences 

to the family of Dr. Mohney. 


